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further explanation. That outlays were in-
curred for repairs and washaways is under-
standable, but the fizures were not given hx
the Minister. The Minister admitted that
the position of the State was better 12
yvears ago than it is now, and by implica-
tion, if not by direct statement, sought to
place the blame on the Commonwealth. T
am prepared to support that view to a large
extent, but it is true, nevertheless, that we
should de more to help ourselves. I hope
that. when we listen to the figures and the
statements next year, we will find that the
greatest possible effort has heen exerted to
balance the finances. T regret the ahsence
through sickaess of the Premier and trust
it will not be long before he has thoroughly
recovered. We are so accustomed to seeing
him in his place that the possibility of his
being laid aside by sickness had not ecenr-
red to ms. During the comparatively long
period that I have been a member, I can-
not recall his having been absent for any
length of time through sickness. Evidently
the Premier needs a good holiday and 1
hope he wiil have it. No one in this Cham-
ber, or in another place, would do other
than wish for the Premier a speedy reeov-
ery. We all wish to see him back in his old
job—that is, so long as the present party
remain in power—fit and well, and I hope
he will have an opportunity to get well.
which in my opinion will necessitate a re-
spite from office cares.

Progress reported.

House adjourned al 7.35 p.m,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p.n., and read prayers,

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, CONTRACT
CONDITIONS.

Mr. HAWKT asked the Minister for
Railways: 1. What [abour conditions, if
any, are stipulated in eontraets let by the
Railway Departinent to private ficms? 2,
Are anv of such conditions stipulated in the
contract let for the raising of ballasting
material for the Meenaar deviation work?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, The clause governing labour eon-
ditions reads as follows:—Tenderers to pay
wages and comply with conditions of cur-
rent Arbitration Court awards wmoverning
the industry, and to employ none but Brit-
ish workmen on the contract: also to comply
with Tender Board conditions. The rela-
tive Tender Board conditions are:—Tenders
from British subjects only will be considered,
and it is a condition precedent to the accept-
ance of any tender thai the successful ten-
derer shall employ only British subjeets in
the earrying oui of the contract, and that
if at any time he makes defaunlt in compli-
apre  with this condition, the Government
shall be a liberty forthwith to caneel or de-
termine the contract, and the contractor shall
not be entitled to any eompensation by
reason thereof. For all work done in West-
ern Australia under this contract, not less
than the minimum rate of wages ruling in
the district where the work is fo he exe-
cuted must be paid. The contractor shall
not, without the express permission in writ-
ing of the Tender Board, employ or permit
to be employed on any work in or apper-
taining to this contract any Asiatic or Afri-
can labour; and such permission shall be
granted only for special servige or duty, and
when it is proved to the satisfaction of the
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Tender Board that such labour is absolutely
necessary for the due completion and earry-
ing out of the work of the contract. The
contractor shall not employ or permit to be
employed any person of enemy birth on any
work in or appertaining to this contract.
No contract or any portion thereof shall be
transferred, assigned, or sublet without the
written consent of the Tender Board. 2,
Yes.

BILL—TIMEER WORKERS.
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (TIon.
A. McCallum—=South Fremantle) [4.33] in
moving the second reading said: This meas-
ure is no stranger to most of us; it has been
before us previously. Although a some-
what similar Bill was passed in this Cham-
ber, it was rejected by the Legislative Coun-
cil. Briefly, the position is that, owing to
a recent Full Court decision, timber hewers
find that they do not come under the defini-
tion of “workers,” within the meaning of
the Industrial Arbitration Aect and the Mas-
tars and Servants Aet. Right up to the end
of 1929, the hewers were mainly employed
by the big timber companies and their
working conditions were governed by a Fed-
eral Arbitration Court award. Their work-
ing conditions and rates of pay were thus
regulated, and their position as workers
under the two Acts I have mentioned was
never disputed. That had been the posi-
tion from my own knowledge for over 25
years. But when the Timber Workers'
Union transferred from the jurisdiction of
the Commonwealth Arbitration Court to that
of the State Arbitration Court, the State
court issued an award that practieally eon-
tinued the then exisling rates. All matters
affecting what may be termed the payment-
by-result systemr—that is, piece work rates
and so forth—were dealt with by a board
of reference that the State Arbitration Court
sei up for that purpose. Although the
faller works out in the bush, just as the
hewer does, his position has not been chal-
lenged. However, owing to two foreigners,
one a contractor and the other a hewer, hav-
ing an argument that resulied in the launch-
ing of court proceedings, the case was ulti-
mately taken to the State Full Court where
the point was raised that the timber hewer
was not a worker within the meaning of
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the Arbitration Act. The Full Court up-
held that view and the next time the union
approached the State Arbitration Court to
seeure improved conditions for the hewers,
the same legal peint was advanced, and the
court held that they had no power to make
provision for the working conditions gov-
erning timber hewers. It will bhe remem-
hered that the Mitchell Government, in 1923,
shortly after I entered Parliament, intra-
duced legislation to extend the benefits of
the Workers’ Compensation Act to the tim-
ber hewers. At that {ime it was doubtfal
whether the timber hewers would be deemed
to come under the provisions of the Work-
ers' Compensation Aet, and the Mitehell
Government, over 11 vears ago, introduced
legislation to extend the provisions of the
Act to them. The State Full Court deci-
sion, however, has upset evervthing, and the
timber hewer has been left practically un-
protected. I know the argument will be ad-
vanced, as it was when similar legislation
was before the House on a prior occasion,
that there ean be no supervision over a tim-
ber hewer who, it has bheen contended, is
his own master and his position really that
of a contractor under piccework conditions.
The point has also been taken that if the
timber hewer is brought within the scope
of the Acts I have referred to, all kinds of
devious praetices will be resoried to, and an
employer will not know where he stands,
with the result that there will be no safety
in the relationship between the two parties.
In fact, T presume it will again he con-
tended that it is impractieable for the tim-
her hewer to be classed as a worker. The
obvious answer to such contentions is thal
the position has existed for over 25 years.
When timber hewing was booming and the
larger timber companies were employing
many men, no difficulty was experienced to
an extent greater than has had to be faced
with quite a number of ofher classes of
workers. That ihere is very little super-
vision possille over the timber hewer has
to be admitted, but it matters little to the
emplover whether the hewer works hard or
loafs half the day, because the worker is
paid by results at piece work rates. 1f the
employer, at a time when he iz faced with
the necessity to comply with contracts,
finds that he is not securing the return of
sleepers in sufficien{ guantities from =a
hewer, there is an obvious remedy for the
employer, He need not employ the timber



742

hewer any more, but can get rid of him.
The provisions of the Workers’ Compensa-
tion Aet have applied to the hewers during
all the years 1 have mentioned, and I am
afraid the difficulty arose as the result of
the foreign element being introduced into
the operations and after foreigners com-
menced to employ one another.

Hon, C. . Latham: They increascd ithe
premiums tremendously,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I know,
and the results of the introduction of the
foreign element into these operations
proved at the time anything but satisfaec-
tory.., Members will recolleet that when a
Biil was introdueed to amend the Workers’
Lompensation Aet, it was on that score
that I offered. my services to the Govern-
ment, although I was sitting in Opposition,
in ovder to assist in tightening up the Aot
s0 as to deal with the abuses that had
arisen, Everyone was aware at that period
that the abuses did exist. That aspect has
largely been overcome, because there is now
very little approaching the volume of
complaints that were voiced some years
ago. Should there be any revival of those
abuses—I do nof think any useful purpose
can be served by attempting to deny that
the abuses did exist under the Workers’
Compensation Aect some years ago—mem-
bers can rely upon the Government to take
drastic action to remedy the position. It
s that sort of thing that makes it so hard
for the genuine man, and makes it hard
for Parliament to provide deceni legisla-
tive provisions for the employver and em-
ploree who are prepared to do a fair thinv
hv one another. We will not be a party
to the eontinnanee of such abuses while in
office, any more than we were prepared to
approve of them when we were sitling in
Opposition. We will not hesitate to take
any drastic action required to overcome
such a diffienlty should there be a return
to that type of practice. I do not think
that element has heen apparent to any ex-
tent during the past few years. The Bill
merely sets out that the iimber hewer shall
be a worker within the meaning of the
Masters and Servants Act and the Avhitra-
tion Aect. That will make sure of his
position under 'the Workers’ Compensa-
tion Aet. T do not wish to detain the
Tonse hy enlarging on some of the abuses
that have heen inflicted on men since this
decision of the Tull Court was given, but
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undoubtediy advantage has been taken of
the situation, and the timber hewer has
lust a considerable sum of money. I was
approached, and T think a number of other
members also were approached, at one
period when, owing to the timber hewers
not being able to get their money, a lot
of them could not pay their storekeepers,
many of whom were in a pretty tight finan-
cial position beeause they had financed the
hewers while n hig order was being exe-
enfed: as T many members of the
House were then approached Lo have the
position remedied, If the faller can be
supervised, and if his position under the
existing law is sound, there cannot be much
difference between the faller and the hewer,
hecanse beth are emploved away out in
the bush far from the mills: and so it
appears to me that what can be applied
to the faller, can ecertainly be applied to
the hewer, and therefore the hewer’s posi-
tion shonld be reinstated at what it was
prior to the decision of the Full Court.
Personally T think if the foreign element
had not come into the industry the exist-
ing situation wonld never have arisen. The
big timber firms were employing 100 per
cent. of the hewers and there was always
a perfectly good relationship between them.
Now that the indunstry is reviving there is
considerable activity, and the industry
is brighter than forr many years past,
while the outlook also is favourable. So
we wish to do a fair thing by the hewers,
whe are paid so much per sleeper or so
much per load. Moreover, they are paid
at the stump. They do not have to eart
the sleepers in and sell them at the rail-
way siding. They are paid ont in the bush
where they hew the sleepers, and so thev
are men selling their labhour. They have
onlv their broad axe; they do not have to
invest in expensive plant; it is merely
their labour that they sell, for their whole
equipment consists of an axe. BSo it can-
not be held that they in any way
approach a  eontractor, who has to
set up in Thusiness and perform a
Int of functions in order to supply a com-
modity. The hewers merely sell their labour,
undertaking to produce sleepers at so much
per sleeper or so much per load, and sell
them at the spot where the work is done.
The Bill merely seeks to re-establish the
timher hewer where he was prior fo the de-
cision of the Full Court, T will leave it to

SHY,
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the member for Forrest (Miss Holman) to
give the details, if required, and show how
the decision of the Full Court has inflicted
mnny hardships on the men engaged in this
ealling; for there is a long list of hardships
that can be told. A perfectly good case
was put up when last the Bill was before us,
and it was only on account of the lateness
of the session when the Bill reached the
Council that the measure was not agreed fo.
The Mitehkell Government in 1923 acknow-
ledged that the men were entitled to come
under the provisions of the Workers’ Com-
pensation Act, and that Government put
through a special Bill for that purpese. If
there were any danger at all that the pass-
ing of the Bill or any similar Bill would in-
fliet financial loss or hardship on the employ-
ers, that danger would arise under a work-
ers’ compensation measure; it would not arise
in relation to piece-work rates, because the
employer is not so mueh concerned there,
since he pays only for what he gets. As
I say, any financial risk that would be taken
by the employer would be under a workers’
compensation measure, and that has already
been put through by the previous Govern-
ment. 1 commend the Bill to the House,
ginee it asks that a very simple thing be
-done, which is merely to put the hewers
back inio the position they oeeupied for 25
years and which they lost a couple of years
ago. I move—

That the Bill be now read a sccond time.

On motion by Hon. C. G. Latham, debate
adjourned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1834-35.
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the previous day on
the Acting Treasurer’s Financinl Statement
and on the Annual Estimates; Mr. Sirenan
in the Chair,

Votc—Legistative Counci!, £1513:

ME. WISE (Gascoyne) [4.53]: It is not
my intention to deal particularly with the
financial aspect of the Estimates, but rather
to place before the House many vital mat-
ters affecting the State as a whole and the
North-West in particular. I should like,
even at length, to trace the history of that
part of the State in an endeavour to show
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that although progress can be said to have
been made, and although industry is at pre-
gent languishing, there is a remarkable
opportunity even in the present depression
of all the industries the North is capable
of; and to point out that there is awalting
it a future of prosperity for the people
therein, for the State and for the nation.
In briefly tracing the historical development
of the North, some matters in connection
therewith are seen to be very interesting.
The first knowledge of North Australia
acquired by white folk was that of the
Dutchmen who, in the 16th century, trading
from the Indies to their homeland, sighted
our coast. The member for Pilbara (Mr.
Welsh) will he interested to know it is on
record that hefore the 17th eentury the
Dutechmen were aware of the existence of
gold in Pilbara. Tt was mentioned hy an
early Duteh trader that the coast of Aus-
tralia appeared to them to be decidedly un-
attractive, as were also the women inhabi-
tants. TIn the centurv following that, we
find that Flinders made particular mention
of the uninviting inhospitable coast of North
Australia; and Flinders, after the lapse of
two centuries following the Dutehmen, in
1803, deseribed it as a poor land afflicted
by fever and flies, fit perhaps for a college
of monks whose religious zeal might cope
with the mosquitoes and the suffocating heat.
From 1803 to 1841 very little was heard
of it or very little advancement was
made 1in the knowledge of North-
Western Aunstralia. But with the dis-
covery of the Vieforia River lands
by the explorers King and Wickham,
about 1840, there ceame the begiming
of intense interest in that part of Australia
by people within Australia and people over-
seas. Chieflv the interest lay in the very
Tich pastoral belt of the Vietoria River,
whence the Wyndham Meat Works even to-
day draw a goodly part of their supphes.
The disaster of Port Essington in North
Australia is well known to all studeots of
Australian history. Tt was following the
failure of Port Essington that one English-
man deseribed it as the most barren country
God ever made, if indeed He had anything
to do with it. However, in 1877 something
happened to which I shonld like to draw the
attention of the House. Many people, in
discussing the possibilities and probabilities
contained in the development of North Aus-
tralia, regard the empty space therein as a
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distinet menace and invitation to the vellow
or some other coloured peril. It is interest-
ing to find that in 1843, due to the efforts of
Gladstone, most of North Australia was ad-
vertised in Singapere and the Near Fast as
open to colonists. No response was made
to the invitation. In 1877 the Japanese Gov-
ernment were invited by the South Austra-
lian Government to colonise North Australia,
That, 1 am sure, will scem to most members
a rather startling statement. It is fact. The
South Australian Government, through one
of their missionaries, a man named Hack,
offered free transport to the first 400
colonists that Japan would send, and offered
m addition any easy means of providing
transport to the interior—in fact, they were
prepared to give every lacility to encourage
the Japanese to colonise that part of Aus-
tralin. That was in 1877. In February of
the same year the Jupanese Government said
that they would treat any advancement to
encourage people from that counfry to
colonise Australia in a1 very hostile manner;
if necessary, they would resent it hy force.
In the early eighties, when Alex. Forrest dis-
covered the rich pastoral avea of the Fitzroy,
many Queenslanders were interested, on his
return fo Perth, in the glowing reports he
made of that countrv. One of the families
s0 interested was the Duracks, who were then
in Western Queensland at Thylungra sta-
tion., In fact, two members of fhat family
journeyed to [erth to confer with Alex.
Forrest concerning the possibilities of the
Kimberleys, and it was due to the investiga-
tion and inquities then made that the Durack
fawmily started that remarkable trek of catile
from Queensland to the Kimberleys. That
was between 1880 and 1884,  Another
Queenslander struck the frst trail with 2,000
head of eattle and delivered them on the Ord
River two years later. That was the founda-
tion of the Kimberlev cattle industry. On
the 15th June, 1884, the first eattle station
was formed on the Ord River by people and
cattle from Queensland. The difficulties and
dangers that those people faced ean be well
appreciated by everyone—not only the
dangers from the natives but the dangers of
an unknown country and the attendant
natural diseases and the difficulties arising
from isolation and lack of transport. 1t is
a remarkable tribute to the country and to
the people who have developed it under very
adverse conditions that the North has heen,
and still is, an asset to the Commonwealth.
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In spite of statements to the contrary, that
is n fact. The North iz a valuable asset to
this State. T intend to show the capacity of
the North and the futnre ontlook for it, It
is useless to barp on what ecould be done and
should be done unless some possible solution
is given. In the very early days, the Duoracks
and others were naturally intevested in the
sale of stock from their properties. They
opened the trade to Manilla in the nineties,
and that continued for many vears. Iu those
days Perth and the south-western distriets
and the goldmining cenfres derived their heef
supplies from the Kimberleys. But with the
develupment of the South-West they have
lost those markets—markets that by right
of priority were theirs. That is unfortunare
for them, but it does not minimise the
troubles they are experiencing to-day in not
having a market for any of the produce that
the country is so capable of raising, Be-
fore dealing at length with the bezef indus-
try 1 would like to dispel many notions
that exist, even among some members here,
goncerning the climatic difficulties pertain-
ing to the North. 1t is not necessary for
me to dwell on the mighty chapters of early
world civilisation, although they have some
bearing on the development of the North
and its climate, but it is only GO0 years
siice, in the semi-avid countries of Europe,
eurly civilisation had its birth. Only 300
yeurs have elapsed since Britain became a
first-class power, so that in the march of
time the 50 years of oceupuancy of the North-
West is really a very small matter. We
should not Dbe disconraged by the resulrs
achieved in that short space of timne, but
should make every endeavour to utilise the
experience of the past towards securing
some profit from future operations. The
congquest of climate, us [ have previgusly
mentioned in this Chawber, particulaply in
tropical countries, resolves itself into & con-
quest of disease. No matter what argument
may be advanced against the White Aun--
tralia potiey, T should like to insist that the
grealest menace in any tropical country is
not the climate but the natives and the
eolonred labour, regardless of whether the
voloured labour he indigenous or not. Any-
one wishing to gnestion the wizdom of the
White Aunstralin policy should delve into
the history of the American colonies in the
working of them by what is called eheap
colonred labour, The lessons of history in
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those colonies cunnot be denied. Experience
of our North, in commou with other paris
of tropical Australia, has been sufficient to
show that all Nordic races fiud it a healthy
place to live in, In comparing the tropical
west and the tropical east of Australia,
people who have not been fortunate enough
to visit both sides of the continent cannot
appreciate the serious differences that make
serious difficultics. Eastern Australia, i
the latitude of the Kimberleys, enjoys a
rainfall of 80 to 200 inches per annum,
which renders possible not only the indus-
tries that the land is eapable of maintain-
ing, but brings about an entirely different
get of natural eonditions. The North of
Western Australia is primarily and essen-
tially pastoral country. It hag proved its
capacity to produce the equal of the world's
best heef without the introduction of fodder
plants and under adverse eonditions regard-
ing the breed of cattle. Tt is a striking
tribute to the North that, in the space of
40 to 50 years, it has been possible to tnrn
off young stock 2% vears old weighing 450
Ibs. dressed, although there has been no in-
troduction of fresh blood since cattle were
originally taken there in the eighties. That
is surely a remarkable tribute to any coun-
try, however rich. Owing to the collapse of
world prices, the outlook for the exportable
margin of heet produced in the East Kim-
berleys particularly has made conditions for
the pastoralists almost hopeless. For
example, it is iinpossible to sell frozen beef
in the markets of the world to-day. Aectu-
ally frozen heef is a liability. It costs £4
‘per head to produce, and for it an average
of under £3 per head is received at Wymd-
ham. But if, with the advent of the chilling
process, the markets of the world ean be
utilised to the advantage of the whole of
the Kimberleys, a different prospect entirely
confronts them. Chilled beef has meant
much to every country that bas embarked
upon that form of marketing the prodoet.
The differences hetween frozen and chilled
beef may for the moment be disregarded,
but not until very recenily, hy the utilisation
of earhon dioxide gas in the marketing of
beef, has it been possible to land in the
world’s market fresh beef from New Zealand
and Australia. That difficulty having been
overcome, the prospects. granted that the
requisite amount of money is made available
for the development of (he country. have
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besome tremendously bright., 1t is inter-
esting to note the market that exists within
the Empire. No less than 80 per cent. of
the beef and veal entering the world trade
is consumed in the British Empire. Only
20 per cent. of it is of Empire origin, and
3 per cent, of it has its origin in Australia.
No matter how we regard the future of
the beef industry, if the fullest con-
sideration is given to the proper and
profitable utilisation of our resources,
the outlook is dislinetly bright. But
it is quite beyond the capacity of
this State to handle it, althoogh the
State may be able to assist, The task
may he beyond the capacity of the
Commonwealth, but if the so-called empty
spaces are to be made productive areas,
it is certainly an Empire matter, partien-
larly when 80 per cent, of the world’s beef
and veal finds a market within the Em-
pire. Chilled beef has revolutionised the
industry throughout the world. It is in-
teresting (o note the anticipated develop-
ment of the indunstry hy such firms as
Vestey's, Angliss & Co., and nthers. There
are 3B vessels in the Australian trade
which, within the last 214 vears, have been
fitted to carry chilled heef. The owners
were sufficiently wide-awake to recognise
Lhe possibilities of the trade, and the Port
line and Blue Star line have converted 38
vessels to cope with the expected irade.
The Blue Btar line is simply a subsidiary
company of Vestey’'s Limited. When
Vestey’s are mentioned, many people visu-
alise a =trong American combine. :That is
not so. Vesley’s are an Finglish company,
and to us are most important people in the-
heef husiness, inasmuch as they are asso-
ciated with Union Cold Stores Limited,
having a eapital of £12,000,000 and control-
ling -£000 to 5,000 hutcher shops in the
British  Tsles,  Probably any members
have heen cirenlarised concerning the aeliv-
ities of the Blue Star Shipping Company,
indicating the manner in which it is fos-
tering the New Zealand trade and devel-
oping that of South Afrien. These activi-
ties have heen the means of placing upon
the Fnglish market a direet competitor of
the famous Argentine beef. It was my
privilege early in 1929 on behalf of the
Commonweaith Government to inquire in
the North-West of Australia and the
Northern Territory into the possibilities
of doing in the North of Australia in the
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matter .of beef production what is done in
the Argentine, that is, adopting the migra-
tory movement of the ecattle from the
rougher or inland country where they may
be bred towards the coast, finishing up
there as fats. The results demonstrated
at Wyndham prove posilively that the
whole of the Kimberleys, inclnding the
Fitzroy area, can become a practical eom-
petitor, if chilled beef is "to be the
product, with any ecountry in the
world. I have received figures to-day.from
the genmeral manager of the Wyndham
Meatworks indicating that four years ago
baby beef, 214 years old, weighed between
400 and 500 Ibs. per dressed earcase at the
works. That exceeds the average for all
ages delivered at Wyndham, because most
of the stock is reared under open range
conditions. The animals are never near a
fence, and therc is no such thing as the
segregation of calves, cows or bullocks.
Water is provided in many instances where
Nature has caused it to appear There
are no facilities for the direct handling or
breeding of stoek, bnt notwithstanding
these circumstances this baby beef has
been turned omt weighing better than bul.
locks which have been kept five or six
years. When we remember that such beef
is acceptable in every country in the world
it must be conceded that it is within the
capacity of that part of the State to pro-
duce what the world requires. Mr. Me-
Cann, who is Agent-Gleneral for South
Australia and once mansaged Bovril’s inter-
ests in the Argentine, and who passed
through here recently, was very much im-
pressed with the possibilities existing at
Wyndham, He said the catile appeared to
mature earlier there than in any other
part of the world he knew of where natural
forage was available. That is a striking
tribute to the capacity of the country. He
also pointed out that the North-West ports
of the State had a definite advantage over
Lastern States ports. Vesteys recently
paid £300,000 for the obhsolete works at
Port Alma, solely for the handling of
chilled beef in that area. YWvndham has
the advantage over Port Alma of at least
seven days in the journey lo London. It
is interesting to note that the development
should have begun from that side of Aus-
tralia, because of the facilities for hand-
ling a better quality of beef compared with
the kind of beef that ean be produced on
this side of the continent owing to the lack
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ol Tacilities in the unfenced areas of the
North. The eavly maturily of stock is a big
fustor in the trade. 1 should like to refer to
what the Commonwealth are doing in this re-
speet. They have recently taken a small but
paternal interest in the Barelay tableland
in the Territory. They are endeavouring
to starl meatworks out from the MeArthur
River in the Territory, and are prepared
te spend half a million pounds on the un-
dertaking. The site of the works is on an
island. Al the cattle will be ferried ov
hbarged over to the works, for the reason
that by so doing they will save a few days
on the journey to England., Evidently the
Commonwealth are actunated by a desire to
open up that eountry. How much more ig it to
their interests and ours to divert that money
towards the languishing industry we have in
this State, not a developing one, but an estab-
lished industry, to make it possible for those
who have devoted their lives to it to con-
tinne produeing wealth for the Bmpire.

Mr. Warner: You will not make them
see that.

Mr. WISE: Tf the eaze for the North
were prepared and presented there wonld
be sufficient argument for those people who
are on their way to England now to enable
them to talk about this State from the as-
peet of the North alone, apart from any
question of secession, or any question of
empty spaeces. Above everything else is
the asset for the British Empire that
exists, and vet within it we find industries
languishing. That is a sufficient ease in itself.
I should like briefly to refer to the possi-
hilities concerning the obligations first of
the State, secondly of the Commonwealth,
and thirdly of the British Empire towards
the part of Australia of whiech I speak. It
is no use complaining that that portion of
the State is not receiving the millions it
might reeeive, and which would no doubt
produce many more millions, It is no use
eiting Canherra as an illustration of a very
bad investment. Within this State and
within the capaecity of the Administration
of the State is found a wonderful avenue
for good, and a wonderful avenue for those
who reside in the North. Let me first of
all refer to the difficulties of transport. In
the reconditioning of the beef industry that
will be an important problem. First of all
comes the necessity for providing freight
for materials for necessary improvements,
It is a remarkable tribute to the comntry
that wherever water is desired it may be
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found. If it is necessary to mark out a pad-
dock in a certain place it is possible to ob-
tain water by sinking an artesian bore. Un-
fortunately it used to be the case that wher-
ever naiural water waz provided, that was
the only place where it was found to exist.
Luscious feed has gone to waste within ten
miles of natural water, and cattle have died
for want of it. If it is possible by concerfed
action to do something in this respect the
State has an opportunity to assist those
people by waiving the wharfage charges on
the materials required for improvement,
and to reconsider fhe rental charges, many
of which are never received because the
pastoralist cannot afford fo pay them. Tt
is fortunate that transport by road is re-
ceiving consideration, and costs to the in.
dustry will ultimately be reduced by reason
of that consideration. There are many ways
within the administration of the State
whereby the burdens ecast upon the pro-
ducers there ¢an be relieved. The Com-
monwealth can do much more than that.

Mr. Cross: They will not do much.

Mr. WISE: Let us hope they will. Even
though we may disagree with every form
of subsidy, I snggest that a subsidy at a
rate per pound for chilled beef, or for beef
snitable for chilling, conld well be made by
the Commonwealth authorities.  Even an
advance of three-farthings per pound for
Kimberley bheef would return to the pro-
ducers £50,000 or £60,000 per anmum. 1f
only that means were adopted the invest-
ment of a very large sum of méney up there
would be possible. I claim that the Com-
monwealth have a duty towards the develop-
ment of the markets. The shipping com-
panies are somewhat concerned. A revi-
gsion of freights over a period of years
would be of material assistance to the pro-
ducers. Last but not least, scientific re-
search counld profitably be carried out by
the Commonwealth anthorities. From the
Twmperial standpoint the question ealls for
urgent action. The whole of the North is
becoming depopulated, and it is not likely
to he settled within our time, or within the
next generation, more closely than the pas-
toral pursuits will permit. It is a pastoral
country. Even if it is seftled as is com-
patible with pastoral pursuits, there can be
no great influx of population there. It does
not interest the coloured races adjacent to
us, for they turned it down fifty years ago.
Even if that were not so T feel sure thai if
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an Empire interest were taken in the coun-
try that part of it could be made secure.
The empty spaces are not A menace in them-
selves, but, unless they are producing to the
iimnit of their productive capacity, they eon-
stitute a menace to the eapital cities of the
Commonwealth. It would be an unsound
policy on the part of any Tmperial
authorities to negleet that portion of
the Empire. I should now like to
touch on the wool industry, whieh per-
haps more naturally belongs to the temper-
ate or sab-tropiecal parts of the North.
The wool industry is one of the greatest fae-
tors in Australia’s wealth production. The
industry is now in such u position that it is
useless fo propound schemes or to make
utterances which might be referred to as a
politician’s peroration. Unless something
can be done in the matter of transport, little
else can be done by governmental authorities.
The woolgrowers have their business wonder-
fully well organised; bui the low priees
ruling, although perhaps offering a smalt
margin of profit to men not paying interest,
are a serious worry to many engaged in the
industry. 1f we analyse the cause of that,
we find that Germany’s self-inflicted bank-
ruptey is one cause, while a major cause is
the internal strife in Central Europe. No
one would he foolish enough to forecast any-
thing which might happen in that direetion.
Certainly no amount of data or figures conld
make up for the lack of cash on the part of
people whe are usually purchasers of our
wool. Germany’s position is a vital matter
as regards ithe wool industry. The frade
balance between Australia and some of its
most important wool buyers has an import-
ant bearing on the case, Italy, for example,
has a six to one trade balance in our favoor.
There is Japan, which needs 700,000 bales
of wool per year. When we find the wool
market of the world so disrupted that the
potential sale of a million hales has gone
west, internal schemes for reconstruction of
the industry are of little avail. Germany is
said to be seeretly buying wool and helding
it in free ports, but the chief outlook for the
people in an industry which returns se much
of the material wealth of Australia les in
the political storm centres of Europe. [
would perhaps be considered as neglecting
my own constituency if 1 did not mention
the small industry developed therein. May
I take this opportunity of dispelling many
unfounded notions people have regarding
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the banana industry at Carnarvon. Oue wmis-
guided person recently mentioned, in the
“West Australian,” that it was foolish to
grow bananas at Carnarvon, because they
were being grown uvneconomically where
Natuve never intended that they shounld be
grown, and that therefore the industry must
be a eharge on the community. The state-
ment is so foolish as hardly to need contra-
diction, but it may be as well to allay tha
fears of any who might regard the industry
as uneeonomical. It is no more uneconomi-
cal than is provision for winter or summer
feed for stock in the South-West. It is no
more uneconomical than the provision of
gilage, or the establishment of irrigation
where irrigation is necessary. On the aspect
of cost, Carnarven is produecing bananas
more cheaply than they are being produced
under the opulent econditions of Queensland.
I would like to broadecast the statement thaf
bananas are being produced more cheaply
at Carnarvon than Queensland or New South
Wales can produce them, I ask, have
bananas ever heen so cheap in Perth as they
ar¢ to-day? And that cheapness is due to
the development of the industry at Car-
narvon. I conclude by saying that whatever
can be done by the State Government or the
Commonwealth Government to alter the un-
fortunate and unnecessary position of the
cattlegrowers in the North should be done.
We must face these questions not as ques-
tions of politics at all. They must be faced
by us as the temporary holders of a great
heritage belonging to all Australia.

This concluded the general debate,
Vote put and passed.

Votes—Legislative Assembly, £2,425 ; Joint
House Committee, £3,915; Joint Printing
Committee, £4,126; Joint Library Committee,
£250—agreed to.

Vote—Premier's Department, £15709:

Item, Ministerial and Parliamentary Visits
and State Ceremonials (not including de-
partmental visits), £2,000;

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Last year the
amount of this item was £2,000, and the ex-
penditure £4,018, showing an excess of
£2,018, which appears very high.

The Minister for Works: There is a de-
crease this year.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: What is the ex-
planation of last year's excess{

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : This
item eovers a wide range of activities—open-
ing of Parliament, State ceremonials, Par-
liamentary- and Ministerial visits, and also
the cost of conveying members to their homes
after late sittings.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Last year’s ex-
cess is extraordinary. Is there any con-
neetion between this item and Government
House expenditure? In any case, there
shonld be some explanation of an expendi-
ture representing more than double the
vote. The item has nothing to do with the
recent Royal visit.

The Minister for Works: We arve
cussing this vear’s expenditure.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: We musi not
limit ourselves to that. However, I am not
worryving ahout it.

dis-

Vote put and passed.

Totes—Governor’s Kstablishment, £1,718;
Brecutive Council, £5; London Agency,
£9,016—agreed to.

Vote—Public  Service

£1,345:

Mr. F. C. L. S8MITH: Is it possible fo
disenss under this vote the proposed ad-
justment of the Finanecial Emergency Act
wherehy persons in receipt of salaries up
to £500 are to be subject only to the basic
wage variation?

The CHAIRMAN: T do not consider that
that matter avises under this heading.

Commissioner,

Vote put and passed.

Votes—CGovernment Motor Car Service,
£2,833; Printing, £52,048—agreed to.

Vote—Tourist Bureau, £1,752:

Mr. SAMPSON: What is being done out-
side Western Australia to make the Tourist
Bureau better known, and to give informa-
tion regarding the beauty spots of the
State? I have long felt that we do nof do
all we should in that respeet. Western Aus-
tralin is in an especially favourable posi-
tion to attract tourists, but we do not take
advantage of our opportunities. In the past
we have been indifferent regarding the out-
side world. Is it proposed to make any
greater effort in the future than has been
made in the past?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1t is
not the intenfion of the Government to ex-
tend the operations of this department. The
vote shows that there is an increase of only
£101, but we do co-operate with the
National Travel Association whose litera-
ture we distribute and thev distribute ours.
Members may have seen their pictorial
posters on our railway stations and ours
appear in other parts of Australia. The
association operates throughout the Conti-
nent and they advertise and make widely
known the attractive places throughout
Australia. Because of the existing economic
conditions we are not launching out on any-
thing of an extravagant nature. All we can
do at present is to continue to co-operate
with the National Travel Association in
making our beauty spots known.

Mr. SAMPSON: 1 should say that the
times being difficult and money searce would
he very good reasons for doing more than
is being done to advertise the State from
the tourist point of view. These are times
when we should exercise our thoughts and
try to improve the position. There is a lot
of tourist money available and those coun-
tries that cater for the tourists are the
countries that get it. The income it is pos-
sible to derive from {fourists is tremendous.
There are many countries that would be
worse off than they actually are but for the
steps they take to seecure a fair share of
tourist business.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
getting away from the item, which deals
merely with salaries and allowances.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Literary ond Secientific Grants,
£8,715; Pisheries, £3,847 ; Treasury, £21,525;
Aundit, £12,022; Compassionate Allowances,
ete,, L£2786; Government Stores, £12,549—
agreed to.

Vote—Tuaxalion, £32.130:

Item, Amount payable to Commonwealih
Government for collection of taxes, £31,230:

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: Can the Minister
tell us why this amount has exceeded the
£30,000 which was the sum agreed upon be-
tween the State and the Commonwealth to be
paid io the latier for the collaction of our
taxes? Last vear the amount was exceeded
by £1,i57 and this vear it iz to he exceeded
by £1,230.

Td¢

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
not any information on the subject but for
some time we have been diseussing with the
Commonwenlth a proposed alteration of the
existing arrangements. I eannot say why
the amount was exceeded last year; it may
have been due to overtime worked. The
han., member will notice, however, that the
estimated expendifure is less than the agtual
expenditure of last year by £527.

Mr. Lambert: Is there no chance of aboi-
ishing the department?

Vote put and passed.

Vole—Workers’ Homes Board, £14,180:
Item, Salaries and allowances, £11,321:

Mr. LAMBERT: The Workers' Homes
Board has done quite a lot of good, not only
in the coastal districts, but also on the gold-
fields, where there is a great scarcity of
accommodation. On two or three occasions
representations have been made by the gold-
fields in the direction of securing additional
accommodation and only a day or two ago
I received a letter:

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member can-
not continue in that strain on this item,
which refers to salaries and allowances.

My, LAMBERT: On which item should
I discuss the subjeet of additional accommo-
dation on the goldfields?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
should have referred to it in a general dis-
cussion under the heading of “the Treas-
ury.”

Mr. LAMBERT: But we are now dis-
enssing the Workers’ Homes Board.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member is
diseussing the first item and that is all he
may do at the present time. .

Mr. LAMBERT: May I not diseuss the
whole ramifications of the Workers' Homes
Board?

The CHAIRMAN: The
must keep to the first item.

Mr. LAMBERT: Under what item do
vou suggest that I should discuss the board
generally ?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
misced hiz chance: he should have diseussed
it when the first Treasury vofe was called,

Mr. . C. L. Smith: Raize the question
of reducing the salaries,

The CHATRMAXN: The hon. member may
discuss only =zalaries and allowanees at the
present time.

hon. member
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Mr., LAMBERT: 1t is a most extraor-
dinary thing. Very well; if it is your de-
cision, Mr. Chairman, to limit my remarks
I will allow it to go.

Mr. SAMPSON: I daresay if the Miais-
ter is asked to let the House know what
it is proposed to do regarding the desire
g0 frequently cxpressed that the Workers’
Homes Board should extend its operation,
he will give us some information. The
board is a very important body to many
people——

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member of-
fered a suggestion but he must not make
a speech on the general question.

Mr. LAMBERT: Was the hon. member
discussing the first item, salaries and allow-
ances?

The CHATRMAN :
proceeding further,

Mr. LAMBERT:
really going to

The CHATRMAN: Order! Does the hon.
mewber wish to dispute my ruling?

Mr. LAMBERT : I should like to know wh.
is making the speech, you or I?

The CHAIRMAN: Orvder! If the hon.
member wishes to dispute my ruling e
had better do so in writing.

T stopped him from

Of course if you are

Dissent from Ruling.

Mr. LAMBERT: If that is your ruling, |
am going to move to dissent from it

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must put it in writing.

Mr. LAMBERT: T move:

That {he Committee dissents from the Chatr-
man’s ruling,

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

The Chairman reported the dissent.

Mr. Lambert: The Chairman of Commit-
tees did not give me much opportunity
to speak or to indicate to the Committee
whether 1 desired to carry on a general
discussion or to ask for certain informa-
tion. Unlortunately, the Chairman im-
mediately presupposed fhat T intended (o
make a specch generally on Item No. 1. My
remarks were preliminary to asking ecer-
tain questions as fto whether it was the in-
tention of the Government to extend the
advantages of the Workers’ Homes Board
{o certain loealitics on the goldfields. I
regret the Chairman of Committees was
so very impatient and did not wait to give

[ASSEMBLY.)

me an opperfunity o indicate what infor-
imation 1 really desired. I think 1 have
every right, when speaking on the first
item of a Division, to ask for an indication
of the Government’s intentions in the
direction I have suggested.

Mr. Sleeman: After listening to the ex-
planation of the member for Yilgarn-Cool-
gardie, I would point out that in dealing
with ltem No. 1 of the Workers’ Homes
Board Division, he was proceeding along
the lines of a general discussion speech,
and I ruled he must confine his remarks
to the matter eovered by Item No. 1, which
relates to salaries and allowances. After
I had given that ruling, the member for
Yilgarn-Coolgardie decided I was wrong. He
evidently desired to indulge in a general
diseussion of policy, and 1 pointed out that
he should have spoken along those lines
on the Treasurer’s Vote when it was
called. It is nseless for the member for
Yilgarn-Coolgardie to say now he merely
desired to ask one question, He has been
a member of this Chamber long enough to
know that the general diseussion proceeds
o the Treasurer’s Vote, and not on Item
No. 1 of the Workers’ Homes Board Divi-
sion. If the Chairman of Committecs errs,
it is on the side of leniency. There are
many times when members should be pulled

up, but I do not- want to be hard
on them. The member for Yilgarn-
Coolgardie was proceeding along gen-
eral lines and was mnot speaking to
the item in any shape or form.

Mr. Speaker: T am asked to decide, upon
a ruling of the Chairman of Committees,
whether the member for Yilgarn-Goslgardie
was justified in discussing matters of poliey
affecting the operations of the Workers
Homes Board on Item 1 of Division No. 22,
which relates to the Workers’ Homes Board.
Standing Order 372 provides that in Com-
mittee members may speak more than once
to the same question, hut Standing Order
386A reads—

Notwithstanding the provisions of Standing
Order No. 372, no memher {except the Minister,
whe shall have the right of reply) shall speak
more than onee during—(a) n general discus.
sion on the whole of the Estimates held on the
first vote: (h) a general discusgion on the ad-
winiztration of a Minister s denartment held on
the first vote of that department.

Personally T have always held that the lan-
guage in which that Standing Order is
couched is somewhat ambiguous. The ques-
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tion arises under paragraph (b) as to what
is “a Minister’s department.” I understand
from the Chairman of Committees that, for
the purposes of the current debate, the
Treasurer’s departmnent is the one concerned.
The Workers’ Homes Board is represented
by Division No. 22, and I should say that the
general discussion would proceed when the
Vote for the Department of the Treasurer
was called. When consideration was given
to a division such as that relating to the
Workers’ Homes Board and Item 1 was
ealled, I wonld rule, if called upon, that a
membher was only entitled to discuss the
matter contained in Item No. 1. In this
inskance, the item relates to salaries and
allowanees.  Admittedly it has been cus-
tomary in Committee for the Chairman fo
give members latitude to ask questions, to
which Ministers may reply, but a discussion
on the whole policy relating to the Workers’
Homes Board, that heing the division in
gquestion at the moment, would not be
allowed.

Mr. Lambert: I never made the slight-
est—

Mr, Speaker: Order! It is not usual for
members fo interrupt when the Speaker is
giving a ruling. T cannot give a ruling
regarding what happened hetween the mem-
ber for Yilgarn-Coolgardie and the Chair-
man of Committees, but with reference to
the motion to disagree with the latter’s rul-
ing, I think the Chairman of Committees
would be entiiled to allow members some
latitude so that they ecould ask Alinisters,
when replying, to give certain particulars,
but not to permit them to diseuss matters
of policy and the general ramifications of
the board.

Commiitee Resumed.

Mr. LAMBERT: I presume, Mr. Chair-
man, you would eonsider me in order if I
moved to reduce the votef

The CHAIRMAN : Perfectly in order.
Mr. LAMBERT: I move—
That the vote be reduced by £1.

In doing so, I want to explain that 1T am
not satisfled with the present attitude of
the Workers’ Homes Board and their inter-
pretation of their funetions under the Act,
as evidenced in their attitude respecting
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cervtain parts of the State. If you will per-
mit me fo proceed, Mr. Chairman, I will
emphasise that representations have Leen
made from many parts of the State with
a view to having the operations of the board
extended. In the first place, the hoard was
appointed with the idea of establishing
workers’ homes in the metropolitan area. My
duty as a representative of a eountry con-
stituency impels me to emphasise the faect
that to-davy the work of the hoard should
be infinitely more important in the country
distriets than in the metropolitan area.
Therefore, I lodge the strongest possible
protest against the rather arrogant and
limited attitude, together with the narrow
visjon of the Workers’ Homes Board, in
refusing to recognise the faet that their
funetions should extend bevond the metro-
politan area. I take this opportunity to
express my strongest disapproval of the
present policy, particularly as this is a
fitiing time, when the Treasurer is making
money available for the building of homes,
for his eyes to go a little beyond the Darl-
ing Ranges. Because of the development of
the goldmining industry in my electorate
and the agricultural development at South-
ern Cross, it is necessary, unless we are to
permit hardship because of the shortage of
housing accommodation, for the Workers’
Homes Board to recognise the necessity for
building homes in that part of the State.
If a worker is sent to Scuthern Cross, he
gets about £4 a week, and, even if a house
should be available, he will be called upon
to pay £1 or 25s. a week for rent alone.
If development advances as antielpated dur-
ing the next 12 months, there will be a great
shortage of homes In my electorate. The
same thing can be said respecting
Kalgoorlic and Boulder, where most extor-
tionate rents are demanded. T have pre-
viously urged the advisahility, having
regard to the nature of the mining industry,
of designing a suitable cottage of a type
that, if the Workers’ Homes Board received
& deposit of 10 or 20 per cent, would not
entail any loss, if left on their hands. 1f
holts were used instead of nails, the removal
of the building would be facilitated in the
event of the necessity arising for transfer-
ring the dwelling elsewhere. If that method
were adopted, the depreciation would not
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be so great. Before the Treasnrer makes
further funds available, I hope he will see
that the operations of the Workers' Homes
Board are considerably extended. I dare
say the same position arises in the agricul-
tural distriets as I have indicated is appar-
ent in the mining areas.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. LAMBERT: T ask leave to with-
draw the amendment to reduce the Vote by
£1.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Miscellaneous Services, £333,153:

Ttem, grant to Empire Parliamentary

Association, £106:

Mr. SAMPSON: Was there any special
reason why the amount for last year should
have been £200; and, if not, why should we
have a reduction in the amount this year?

The CHHAIRMAN: There is no reduction.
Last year’s amount covered two years.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Forests, £18,025:

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [7.23]: Are we
not to have a statement from a Minister on
any departmental Vote? I should like to
know what the position is regarding our
forests, and what likelihood there is of a
resuraption of activities. I would appreci-
ate some information from the Minister.

The Minister for Works: Which is the
point you wish explained?

Mr. SAMPSON: I want to know what
the department is doing in reforestation, and
whether the work is proving practicable and
economical. Also I should Ilike to he told
whether the pine plantations are satisfac-
tory. In to-night’s paper there is a refer-
ence to, the Canadian whitewood box, which
has been adopted by the Apvple and Pear
Export Council of New South Wales. That
bas a direet bearing on forestry work, and
if we are to have, as I understand we are,
whitewood cases for export, I should like
to know what is being done by the depart-
ment. I am merely seeking information
and I feel sure that the Mipister in charge
of the Vote will give the committee any ex-
planation he can.

[ASSEMBLY.)

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
A, MeCallum—South Fremantle) [7.35]:
The estimated revenue from the department
is £92,000. The revenne collected last year
was £89,895, whieh was £21020 greater
than the revenne for the previous year.
As  the reduced rovalties and lower
inspection fees were again continued,
the inereased revenue must be considered
very satisfactory. A further concession—
a rehate of Bs. per load on sawn timber ex-
ported beyond Australia on or after the 1st
July, 1934—has heen granted to the timber
industry. However, in spite of this it is
estimated that £92,000 will be coilected dur-
ing the year. The major portion of the rev-
enue, namely £85,000, will be derived from
royalties, license fees, ete.. and £7,000 from
departmental reimbursements. There is a
whoale [ot of information in the annual report
of the Conservator of Forests, which mem-
bers have had bhefore them for some time
past. In that report all the activities of the
department are set out, and that information
has been available fo the House for many
weeks. However, as I said earlier in the
evening when dealing with another Vote, a
very substantial improvement in the position
of the timber industry has faken place dur-
ing the past year. The volume of milling
timber produced has shown an increase of
37 per cent. over the previous year, and the
production of hewn timher has been increased
by 273 per cent. During the past five years
the cut of sawmill logs from all State foresis
has been regulated by working plans which
aim at a sustained yield of milling timber,
and the additional information obtained dur-
ing this period serves to emphasise the
immediate practical impertance of careful
regulation of ent, associated with a vigorous
programme of reforestation and fire protee-
tion. The outlook for the hewing indunstry
is still more serious. A working plan to
regulate the output of hewn timber from
State forests, timber reserves and other
Crown lands, aims to provide continnity of
employment for 250 hewers for a term of five
years, but in cerfain districts difficulty is
being experienced already in finding suitable
forests, and if exploitation is continued at
the present rate, within two years the ques-
tion of sieeper supplies for local and Com-
monwealth railways is likely to become a
matter of serious coneern. The economy of
selling sleepers of the present high standard
to overseas countries at the low rates which



[11 Qc¢ToBER, 1934.]

are operating throughout the industry to-day
is a matter deserving of eareful considera-
tion. On the expenditure side the estimate
is £17,315, or an increase of £2,573. This
provision is to meel adminisiration costs
sueh as timber inspection, patrolling State
forests, timber reserves, etc, and revenue
collected. There is still a considerable area
of jarrah forests awaiting regeneration treat-
ment  before the leeway resulting from
neglect of reforestation measures in pre-war
years is overtaken. By using the permanent
organisations now in existence it has heen
possible to make wse of a large number of
velief workers in carrying ont the work. At
present 850 men arc employed on the part-
time basis applying to all relief workers, and
within the next weelk or two there will be an
inerease of another 150 or 200 men.

Mr. Sampson: That is on sylviculture
mostly, cleaning up the forests?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, and
regeneration, and cleaning up and cutting
ouf the old growth, so allowing them to use
the vounger, more vigorous growth, Heavily
cut-over jarrah forests treated for regenera-
tion during the period July, 1933, to July,
1934, was 29,411 aeres. The work of estab-
lishing & new erop of young timber on these
cut-over forests consists of the cutting back
of useless trees to make way for the vigorons
young growth, the clearing of old formagion
and tracks fo provide means of aceess and
assist in fire protection, and the construction
of fire lines around compartments of ap-
proximately 500 aeres. Then there is the
thinning and protection of existing re-
growth which is capable of developing into
good timber. During the period July, 1933,
to July, 1934, the area thus treated was
14,870 acres. ¥n this work the regrowth is
thinned to ensure that the dominant trees of
the young crop are of good form and escape
suppression by overfopping frees of the use-
less erop remaining. Fire lines and green
fire breaks are established round compari-
ments of approximately 500 acres. From
July, 1933, to July, 1934, no less than 22,519
acres were treated for top disposal. After
logging operations take place, the debris re-
sulting is ecleared away for some distance
round the base of coals, piles, and small mill
logs. That, I think, is the work the hon.
member referred to. As for permanent estab-
lishment, during 1933-34 no less than 384
miles of road and [leeder tracks were
opened up to render accessible country

753

treated for regeneration, and to assist in
fire protection. An additionai 82 miles
ol telephone lines were constructed to link
up new centres of work with the existing
systew. In the kurri furests the area treated
for regeneration during 1933-3¢ was 3,778
aeres, while 428 acres of karri country
carrying no seed irees were spot sown with
seed.  On the useless poison Jand m the
Narrogin district 1,429 acres were cleared
and sown with mallet seed. The sowing
of past vears continues to shuw remarkable
promise, Under refurestation the area of
plantations was increased in 1933 by a fur-
ther 1,486 acres, bringing the {otal area now
established to 8,257 acves. The project of
bringing small areas of non-jarraly country
into  produetivity by the development of
small  holdings worked by men emploved
part time in the forest and part time on
the holding is being extended. At present
eight homes are occujded, and it is intended
to incrense this by establishing a further
six. 8o, as the lon. member will see, there
has heen eonsiderable activily, and gertainly
by the end of the month there will he at
lenst 1,000 men emploved by the department
in creating Fresh nssets for the State.

Item, Salaries of officers, ete, £14,875:

Mr. SAMPSOX: I was pleased to hear
the report of the work of the department.
For a long time I have had faith in such
work and the statement made by the Minis-
ter is most encouraging. We are fortunate
in having a Conservator who is so practical-
minded, and who is assisted hy sueh good
officers.

Vote put and passed.

Department of Public Works and Labotir
(Hon. A. McCallum, Minister).

Vote — Public
£52,989

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
A, MeCallum—South Tremantle) [7.46]:
The activities of thig department, ns mem-
bers know, are financed mainly by loan-
funds. This vote applies chiefly to salaries,
and the apportunity for a general disenssion
on the work of the department will oecur
when the whole programme is outlined on
the Loan BEstimates. 'This is the big spend-
ing department under the Loan Estimates.
Provision is made in the Revenue Estimates

Works and Buildings,
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for the deduction of proportions of salaries
chargeable to loan. Roads, bridges, har-
bours, jetties, water supplies, hydranlic
undertakings aud similar activities are
financed by loan money, and when the Loan
Estimates are being considered, I propose
to give members some interesting informa-
tion on the work of the past year and the
programme for the eurrent year. I invite
members on that oceazion to express thejr
views. particularly on road work., I should
like to have the henefit of their ideas and
eviticism.

Hon. €. G. Vatham: Do you propose fo
table a sehedule of the works under the road
grant? .

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If the
hon, member so desires.

Hon, C. G. Latham: You asked for it
when you were sitiing in Opposition.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
when in  Opposition I asked on iwo
or three oceasions for a discussion
of the road vote but could not get
it. Thers was no itemt under which 1t

could be discussed as the money came from
the Commonwealth., Unfortunately, in my
opinion, a pood deal of money has heen
spent out of loan, but we have to continue
the works that were started when we took
office. We have had to provide for an in-
erease in the arehitectural and engineering
staffs. In the year before last the Chief
Architect had only £30,000 to spend, where-
as last year the expendilure exceeded
£100,000. We have had to employ outside
architects and have had difficulty in re-
taining them. Owing to building activity
and to the payment of higher salaries out-
side, we have lost some good men. The
increase in the engineering staff is largely
accounted for by cadets having finished
their cadetships and having been promoted
to be assistant engineers. We were short
of staff; the officers were working at full
pressure and even working overtime, and
T am afraid that some of the most respon-
sible men were overloaded because of th-
big works in hand.

Ttem, Under-Sceretary, £800.

Ion. C. G. LATHAM: T do not think we
have a more competent officer than the
Under-Secretary, Mr. Mant, but in my
opinion the Minister is overloading him.
When discussing the State transport co-
ordination measure, [ said I considered that

[ASSEMBLY.)

My, Munt’s time was fully oceupied as
Under-Sceretary for Works. He is the ad-
winistrative head for all the important
work heing earried on and must keep in
touch with everything. With all the money
being spent, his is a full-time job for any
man. Now he has been made chairman of
the Transport Beard, though eventually
those duties will not be so onerous. 1
nndevstand that Mr. Munt is also ¢hairman
of the Trrigation Board. Does that mean
that he is responsible for collecting water
rates, cte?

The Minister for Works:
under a later vote.

Mon. C. G, LATHHAM: I am referring to
ihe Under-Sceretary for Works. We must
have spent 1'% milliens on irrigation in
the South-West, and to sce that the money
is eolleeted would he nearly a full-time
job in itself. T appeal to the Minister not
io over-work good officers, beeause they
cannob give the satisfaction they desire
to give. All Ministers have a tendeney to
aver-work good men unfil they reach the
stage that Mr. Melarty has reached. The
Minister should asecertain exactly what
work and responsibility Mr. Munt has to
bear and decide whether it is fair to ap-
point him to all sorts of boards.

Mr. Lambert: Tt is the same with other
under-secretaries, such as the Under-Sen-
retary for Mines.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T do not think he
is so overloaded as is Mr. Munt,

That comes

Ttem, Repairs and maintenance, North-
West harbours. buoys, jetties, tramways,
rolling stock, and other works as may ba
required, £11,770.

Mr. ROROREDA: I presume that this
item includes the money now being spent
on the marine survey of the approaches to
the Onslow jeity.

The Minister for Works:
is merely for maintenance.

My, RODOREDA: The other amount
wonld ecome under the Loan Estimates?

The Minister for Works: Yes.

No; this item

Ttems, Roads and hridges, drainage and
wells throughout the State, including
«rants and road hoard audits, ete., £3,000;
repairs and improvements to drains in
Routh-West, £500.

Hon. J. CCNNINGHAM: Over a long
prriod muech wmonev has heen crent on
drainaze in the South-West, nnd T am
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inelined to think that the necessary author-
ity has not been obtained for such expendi-
ture. A few vears ago there was & sum
of £412000 for certain irrigation and
drainage works. It seems to me that we
are not obtaining proper authority for the
expenditure, and will be in difficulties when
it becomes necessary to rate the pevple
served by those works. I am afraid that
the people arc being loaded with debts that
they will not be able to meet during a life-
time. The Minister should pay attention
to works being put in hand as a matter of
expediency to provide work for the unem-
ployed. T have yet to learn that the people
have heen consnlted and have agreed to the
construction of the works in aecordance
with the Aet. It is all very well for the
Government to provide employment by put-
ting such works in hand, but they should
remember that landholders are being loaded
up with a heavy responsibility. Works
have been put in hand rather hurriedly
and, I believe, without consulting the
people who will have to foot the bill

T should like the Minister to tell us what the-

Government propose -to do in respect to
these works, and what their responsibility
will be. To what extent will the Govern-
ment be prepared to forego the rents that
people are called upon fo pay? In many
instances the settlers have not been given
the opportunity to approve of the carrying
out of drainage works, but nevertheless they
have been carried out illegally. Some pro-
vision should be made to safeguard the set-
tler.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Shortly
after I took office I made a statement in the
Huuse Lo the effect that the Government did
not propese to put in hand any additional
irrigation or drainage works in the South-
West until the arcas already being served
by those works had proved themselves. We
have lived up to that policy. No additional
works have been started. Those that were
started before have not yet been completed.
To-day 1 approved of an expenditure of
about £30,000 for the lining of drains and
olher improvements of a minor nature. This
will pretty well complete the drainage and
irrigation works that were put in hand be-
fore. 1 know of no instance in which works
of this nature have been put in hand out-
side the law.  When the Collie dam was
opened several persons at the function said
they had refused to sign the petition in fav-
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our of it, but that when they saw the com-
pleted works and visnalised the prospects
shead they were sorry they had not done so.
I can reecall three areas that put up pefi-
tions for work of this nature, but as they
did not seem to be good business proposi-
tions I turned them down. If the member
for Kalgoorlie knows of any area in which
works have heen carried out withont the
necessary legal authority he might inform
me, hecause I know of none. No complaint
has been made to me. The rates eould not
be enforced unless the proper legal proce-
dure had been followed.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Would the Gov-
ernment proceed with such works unless the
ms;jority of the settlers desired them to do
80

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T do
not know of such a case. If the Govern-
ment did so they eould not ecollect the rates.
Some drainage works hava horn pnt in hand
by the Government to improve certain
areas, but these have heen regarded as
national works, and the Government have
borne the cost without any eall for rates
being made upon the settlers. Large draing
have been construeted alongside main roads,
without tlie settlers having been asked to
pay anything. These are regarded as head
works.  The same thing holds good with
water supplies in the wheat areas. These
are a national charge. Only when the water
is reticulated are the settlers called upon
to pay rates. We have spent considerably
over o million of money in drainage and
irrigation works in the South-West. If the
rmember for Kalgoorlie knows of any de-
finite cases in which irrigation works have
been earried out without legal authority I
should like to know of them so that they
may be examined.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: My statement
is absolutely correct. I know it has been
the policy of the last two Governments to
pub in hand certain drainage works in order
to provide relief for men out of employ-
ment. The drains themselves may be re-
garded as national works, but what I am
thinking of is the subsidiary drains. I warn
members representing the South-West that
many settlers will be called upon to pay
up to a maximum of 5d. in the pound under
the Dralnage Act, to provide for mainten-
ance. In many cases they were not con-
sulted before the works were put in hand,
and there is no doubt that the rates will he
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levied in aecordance with the Aet. The
Leader of the Opposition seems inelined to
think that all these works will be declared
aational works.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I am worried abount
the eollaction of the revenme.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: The settlers

affected will be saddled with the liability for

many years to come. The Minister ques-
tioned my statement that some of these
works had been carried oui illegally.

The Minister for Works: T said I did
not know of any.

Hon. J. CONNINGHAM ; Of course they
have heen constructed illegally. Some years
ago works of this nature were ecar-
ried out under the Publie Works Act.
The land which was served has since been
alienated from the Crown, and the works are
now the property of the settlers. Large sums
of money expended hy the Stale are there-
fore out of control. Not a foot of land is
available on either side of the drains on
which to place the silt in the event of main-
tenanee work being put in hand. T hope the
Minister will look fnto the matter and safe-
guard the interests of the State.

Mr, MeLARTY : [ have heard of no com-
plaints from settlers on this score. Most of
the drainage works have been earried out on
rivers and streams. These are regarded ns
national undertakings, for which the settlers
have not been ealled upon to pay. Tt is
necessary that rivers and streams should re-
ceive atlention so that the settlers may be
able to drain their properties. Farmers in
the South-West have kept up a continuous
agitation for vears, hegging the Govermment
to put these works in hand. I asswre the
member for Kalgoorlie that there is no de-
sire on the part of South-Western settlers
to stop the works which are proceeding on
the rivers and brooks, where such works are
needed in order that a comprehensive drain-
age scheme may be carried out. 1 do not
‘agree with the hon. member that provision
is not being made to let the settlers use the
drains.

Hon. J. Cunningham: I made no such
statement. 1 said that the beds of the drain~
had heen alienated and were no longer the
property of the Crown.

Mr. McLARTY: I am sorry I misunder-
stood the hon. member. The settlers were
consulted before the work of irrigation was
talken in hand. They bave to pay a rate. In
each of the areas where irrigation has been
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established the majority of the settlers
agreed, in accordance with the Act, before
the works were undertaken. The head works
are regarded as a national work, as is the
case throughout Australia. Nowhere in Aus-
tralia have settlers heen asked to pay for
head works.

Mr. CROSS: In connection with the Riv-
erton bridge, the Works Department effected
some repairs, and made a good job of them.
But they spoilt that geod job by not finish-
ing it. They omitted to do the tarring that
was needed. 1 hope the Minister will see
that the job is finished properly.

Mr, SAMPSON: Some time ago, in asso-
eiation with the member for Middle Swan, I
attended a conference representative of loeal
authorities at which the question of the
Belmont-Maida Vale road was discussed.
That road, built by the Government some
years ago, has been a source of worry and
anxiety to all eoncerned. At present part
of it is under water. We hope the Minister
will give sympathetic and practical con-
sideration to a reconstruction of portion of
the road. Travelling on it just now is in the
naturg of an aquatic adventure. The road
has pever been constructed properly. When
properly constructed, it will open up a con-
siderable area of land. Reconstruetion of
the Middle Swan section and of part of the
Swan section will be put up to the Minister
as a necessary wark.

Mr, HEGNEY : The proposition advanced
by the previous speaker is most important.
Something nceds to be done to the road-
way, It is not within the finaneial eom-
petence of the vond boards concerned to
do it. 'Three vears ngo I was invited out
fo this arca to meet about 80 or 90 Iloecal
settlers, who desired to demoustrate to me
that the road was impagsable. They had me
comveyed over i lake in the widdle of the
road; fortunately T could swim, or I might
not be here now. In winter the road is
simply inundated.

item, Additions, repairs and maintenance
of public buildings generally, £11,000:

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Last year’s appro-
priation for this ifem was £24,000, and only
£11,028 was spent. This year the Govern-
ment ask for only £11,000. From the small
swn expended last year it is evident that
Lelated repairs did not amount to so much
as has been represented. The Loan Council
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have ruled, I nnderstand, that all school and
hospital buildinzs must he construcied out
of revenue,

The Minister for
heard of thai.

Han, C. G. LATHAM: That was the in-
steuction the previous Government had. Is
the amonnt of this item to be used for build-
ing country schools, with regard to which
we are a long way behind?

The Minister for Justiec: This item 1s
only for repairs. There is a hig list of
gehonls to he built.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Tt is no nse to
ask for £24,000 und spend only £11,000,
The member for North-Tiast Fremantle last
vear drew attention, with tearz in his eves,
to belated repairs of schools and school
quartels,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In con-
tiection with the Loan Estimates I will under-
take to draw a ecomparison between what we
have done this vear and what was done pre-
vigusly. Then it will be seen which Govern-
ment has really done repairs. We have
employed 100 men for 52 weeks in the year
on repairing Government buildings.

Hon. C. 4. Lathem: Was the cost of those
repairs met ont of loan funds?

The MINISTER TOR WORKS: The
work has been done. e have spent over
£100,000 on those repairs. In that respect
we have done a long way more than did
our nredecessors. We got money where the
previous Government could not.

Hen, N, Keenan: The whole of Australia
has heen getting it; you are no exception.
You are just one of the ordinary beggars.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When
we were in office before, the same complaint
was made abhout us. We were then told that
we could get money, although the former
jovernment had not bheen able to get it.

Hon, N. Keenan: The point is that in
fhis instance you had £24.000 to spend and
von did not spend it.

Hon. C. G. Latham:
revenue.

The MINISTER TFOR WORKS: We
have spent over £100,000.

Hon. N, Keenan: But out of loan funds.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member's Government proceeded for
two years and did not spend sixpence on
this type of work. Schools, hospitals and
other public buildings did not have a paint

Works: |

have never

Yes, and out of
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arngh put on them, and the assets of the
State were drifting into sftill further dis-
repair all the time. The pre<ent Government
have speeded up operations, but if we have
to undertake still more work. I will require

a bigger staff, because the present
staff  eannot possibiy do  more work
than they are carrying ouf, They are
taxed to their utmost limii.  The Chief

Avchiteet is certainly much overworked. and
I gave him anthority tn engage architeefs
from outside the publie service. We have
lost a couple of them durinz the past two
or three months, hecauze Public Service
salaries are not so enticing as those private
architects are ahle to offer. We have cer-
tainly saved the few thousund pounds re-
ferred to hy the Opposition, hut the money
has gone elsewhere.

Hon. C. G. Tatham: Tell us where the
meney went; tt is not shown. All thi= work
onght to be done out of revenue, and you
should nat pay interest on vepair work.

The MINISTER TOR WORKS: I would
agree with the Leader of the Opposition in
normal times, but I presnme he wonld not
expect the Government to impose increased
taxation to get the £100.000 that we spent
during the year.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You will have to do
so directly in order to pay interest.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: But
surely it paid us better to keep these men
in work than to continue as previously.
Some time hack T went round my electoratz
and saw painters and artisans that I knew,
clipping grass off the footpaths whereas with
the next shower that grass would grow again.
Government money was given to the loeal
aunthoritiez to do that sort of work.

Hon. C. G, Latham: Tt was a question of
doing something for the men at that time,
because we counld not allow them to starve.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Money
spent in that manner was absolutely wasted.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I do not say it was
not, bt we had to do somethine for the
people then. The men did thai rather fhan
areept monev for nothing.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
then Government ecould have used the limited
funds at their disposal and employed men
in preserving the assets of the State. A
carpenter or a painter could do more to
save the assels by doing work at their trade,
than was achieved by employvine them to
eut grass off footpaths.
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Hon. C. G, Latham: Was it not 4 ques-
tion of buying materials just at that time?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
work I refer to would nof require a large
quantity of material. Consider the condi-
tion of the roofs of Parliament House, the
Wooroloo Sanatoriam, the Claremont Hos-
pitul for Insane, and many of our schools.
The member for North-East Fremantle
told me of a school at North Fremantle
where the water came through the roof on
to the blackboard.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And despite your
expenditure on Parliament House, water
still came through the roof a month or six
weeks ago.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That is typical of
eontraet work!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
water eame from the flat roof near the doors
and came through over the bar in one place
and into the strangers’ room at the other
end. That was caunsed by some fault in the
flat-roofing, but it was remedied the same
day. I bad no idea that the Government
would be echallenged on this particular item,
whieh shows a saving on the expenditure
authorised.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I wanf to see rev-
enue used as it ought to be used, and loan
funds used as they should be used.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: And 1
agree it would be well if that could be done.
But the Leader of the Opposition will not
argue that the expenditure of £13,000 shown
as not expended out of last year’s authorisa-
tion wounld have enabled the work to be done
on public buildings that the Government
carried out during the last finamecial year.
There is no school in the metropolitan area
where the conditions were reported to the
department, thai has not had some atten-
tion.

Hon. N. Keenan: Nothing has been done
at the Nedlands scheol.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If no-
thing has been done at the Nediands school,
it must be the fault of the member for Ned-
lands for not having reported the condi-
tions obtaining there. Opposition members
know that our expenditure is curtailed in
aceordance with the determination of the
Loan Counecil, but we had to ineur excess
expenditure in some directions that were
anforeseen. We actually exceeded our
authorised deficit by about £40,000.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Hailways: The Leader
of the Opposition was at York during wash-
away time and knows what had to be done
there.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We had
to scrape together what mowey we could
get, and yet keepr as close to the Loan Coun-
cil margin as we could. During their pre-
sent term of office, the (Govermment have
been able to pot their policy imto effect to
a considerable degrec in dealing with pub-
liec buildings from one end of the State to
the other. The member for Kalgoorlie told
me that when the member for Nedlands was
Minister for Education, he took him to some
schools on the goldfieids that required re-
pair, and the then Minister said he would
have the repairs carried out, but.they were
not effected.

Hon, N, Keenan: Are you sure?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
is what I was told, and I know I had to
carry out the work when I became Minister
for Works., Our expenditure in the North
has been three times as much as it was in
previous years.

Mr. Coverley: The North has been so.
sadly neglected that even that does not say
very much. ‘

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We in-
tend to speed up and de even more work
than during the past year. In a report ke
made to me, the Chief Architect stated that
some public buildings had been so neglected
that the walls were fretting away because of
the water that was leaking in through the
roof.

Mr. Hawke: The paint was holding some
of the walls up.

The Minister for Employment: There was
a change of Government just in time.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The bhuildings must
have bheén in a pretty bad state to have
reached that condition, and that shows you
must have neglected them when you were in
office before,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
has been a tremendous improvement this
year, I am surprised at the criticism on this
item, because a comparison with- what has
been done in former years will be greatly in
our favour.

Mr. TONKIN: I am primarily interested
in the condition of publiec buildings in my
electorate, and I have no cause for com-
plaint. There are four schools in my elee-
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torate, and their requirements in each in-
stance have been attended to.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I was told that some
are a bit small. Have they been enlarged?

My, TONKIN: A considerable sum has
been spent on repairs to the Fremantle
Boys® School. It is ne wonder I have no
cause for complaint, because the position in
my electorate is quite satisfactory.  The
l.eader of the Opposition sees that nothing
is being done in his own district and con-
cludes it is the same elsewhere, but, as I say,
the department has done very good work in
iny electorate.

Mr. CROSS: [ have a lot more schools in
my electorate than has the lost speaker in
his. A good deal of work has been done in
repairing those school buildings, but I wish
to draw the Minister’s attention to the
Forrest-street school at South Perth, which
needs the addition of an extra room immedi-
atelv. In the school grounds there is a cot
tage which has been empty for some years,
and the fittings have been taken away, per
haps stolen, I think that building should be
fitted up, and either nsed as a school build-
ing of some sort or let.

Mr. SAMPSON: It is not often the Min-
ister for Works is as eandid as he was to-
night, when he confessed that loan money
has been spent on maintenance work. And
here we have members on the Government
side treating the whole thing more or less
as a joke. In view of that, T ask whether
the Yallingup Cave House, which was de-
straved by fire, could not be restored under
this Vote? I am amazed al the attitude of
the Government in expending Loan Funds
on maintenance.

Mr. LAMBERT: Some of the schools in
my electorate are in a most deplorable con-
dition.

The Minister for Works: We are spend-
inz a lot of money on these schools.

Mr. LAMBERT: Then you would have to
take a microseope to find the repairs. There
is great mnecessity to recondition those
schools. Moreover, additional schools are re-
quired, but every possible subterfuge is re-
sorted to by the department when a new
sehool is applied for, In a farming district
one eentre applied for school facilities, and
was told that unless the proposed scholars
were within three miles of the proposed
school, the request could not be aceeded to.
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I hope that the Government, while boasting
of painting schools in the metropolitan area,
will bave some regard for the necessity of
estublishing small schools in country areas,
aid that the Minister will see to it that gold-
tields schools, for so long neglected, shail
be reconditioned.

Mr. SEWARD: The Minister said a cer-
tain number of men had been kept em-
ployed all the year on painting public
buildings.  Recently in ome town in my
clectorate we have had the police station,
the school, and the railway buildings re-
painted.  The painters employed on the
railway buildings were brought down from
Northampton. A Jlocal painter, resident
25 or 30 ycars in Pingelly, drew my atten-
tion to this and said that unless he could
get a share of the work he would be foreed
to leave Pingelly and go elsewhere, probably
to the city, to look for work. I bring this
before the Minister in the hope that, when
Government work is heing done in country
districts, the local artisans will be given a
chanece to do it.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Labour, £4,658; Arbitration Court,
£3,775; and State Accident Imsurance,
£6,064—agreed to.

Depariment of Minister for Justice (Hon.
J. €. Willcock, Minister).

Vote—Crown Law Offices, £65,320:

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
4. C. Willeoeck—Geraldton) [9.0]: When
introducing the Estimates of this depart-
ment it is not usual to enter into consider-
able detail because the department is really
equivalent to a legal firm doing business
for all Government departments. We have
heen carrying on the good work during the
past year with very little variation from
the practice of former years. Ti is ex-
pected that the revenue for the year will
amount to a little over a quarter of a
million pounds, which will represent an in-
crease of about £37,000 on last year’s col-
lections. '

Hon. C. G. Latham: That includes the
Titles Offiec.

The MINISTER FOR .JUSTICE: Yes,
all departments under the Crown Law.
Some of the estimates are quite problem-
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atical. The biggest item of revenue is pro-
bate duty. Tf we had an epidemic that
earried off a large number of people pos-
sessed of property, we might gef consider-
ably more than has been estimated. On
the other hand, the actnal amount might
be less than that expected.

Hon. P. 1. Ferguson: We show a profit
it we die.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I
merely wish to indieate how diffieult it is
to estimate the revenne.

Mr. Patrick: There should be increased
revenue from share transfers.

~ The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
majority of transactions affect mining
shares which do not pay any stamp duty.
Under the proposed amendments to the
Administration Aet it is expected that con-
siderably more probate duty will be col-
lected. Tf the Bill becomes law within the
next eouple of wmonths, an additional
£35,000 should be collected, but that is
purely an estimate. The amount ecollected
in probate has varied as much as £25,000
a year, equal to 40 or 50 per cent. This
year we expect to colleet £100,000 com-
pared with £90,000 collected last vear. The
revenue from law courts is fairly constant
vear by year, totalling about £50,000,
Under the Crown Iaw Department re-
imbursements and unclaimed trust moneyv are
estimated at £12,500. Land titles, which,
with the Railway Department, supply a
fairly true reflex of the business conditions
prevailing, should produece £22000.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Two pounds more
than yon got last year, which is not too
optimistie.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: But in
the latter portion of the last financial year
there was a considerable increase. I do not
wish unnecessarily to hoost the expected
revenue, but during the first two months of
the current financial year we collected £4,200
out of the expected total of £22,000. The
Perth Clearing House, which also reflects the
business conditions, records an inerease of
£5,000,000 to £6,000,000 compared with the
corresponding period of last year. Those
factors show that conditions are improving,
and I believe the improvement will continue.
Revenue from licenses does not begin to
come in until December, and it is expected
that the estimate will easily be realised. The
estimate has been inereased because three or
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four new premises have been licensed and
there are applications for further licenses
which, if granted by the Licensing Court,
will result in inereased revenue. The ex-
penditure of the department is estimated at
£65,000 or a saving of £13,000 on the ex-
penditure of jast year, The whole of the
salaries, including those for licenses, are now
included in a bulk item, which shows an in-
crense of £2,800 eompared with the expendi-
tore of last year. Tn eommon with other
departments, there will be increased expendi-
ture because of the rebates granted under
the Financial Emergency Act. The rebates
of last year operated for only six months,
wherens they will operate for the whole of
this year and, in addition, it is proposed to
grant further relief this year. Thus in-
creased expenditure will be recorded against
each department.

Hon, C. G. Latham: For this department
it will be #1,900.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes. I
have a wealth of information about the
activities of the department, including the
namber of letters written, summonses served,
actions taken in the courts and fees collected.
One item of expenditure may be increased.
We are endeavouring to establish eourts in
additional country centres. We hope to be
able to re-establish a magistrate at Carnar-
von, the ecentre of a vast territory. This will
not involve a great increase of expenditure,
but will give satisfaction to the people of
the district, who have been agitating for the
re-cstablishment ever since the position was
sholished. That, however, will not be done
for some months. Wherever warranted, we
hope to supply sueh facilities. While that
will inean increased expenditure, it will also
bring inereased revenue, besides giving satis-
faction to the people. The member for
Murray-Wellington {Mr, McLarty) has been
insistent that a local court should be estab-
lished at Harvey, the centre of a large
and comparatively prosperous distriet. At
present residents of Harvey have to use the
court at Pinjarra or Bunbury.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Only because they
are prosperous can they afford to have such
facilities.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: When
people are prosperous they can afford to
bave arguments and pay to settle them.
Facilities granted to such distriets really pay
for themselves,
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HON. ©. G. LATHAM (Vork) [911]: I
protest against the appointment of the
Crown Prosecutor as legzal adviser to mem-
hers on Bills, At this time of the year when
Parliament is sitting, the Supreme Court is
also sitting, and the Crown Prosecutor is not
available to members when they want his
services, Amendments desired by members
should he drafted by a Parliamentary drafts-
man and members should not have to rely
upon a man who is otherwise very busy. I
am of opinien that while Parliament is sit-
ting we should have a draftsman in the
building. This session we shall be sifting
late in order to eope with the business, and
it is likely that no end of trouble will he
experienced later if amendments are inserted
withont due advice and consideration as to
their effect on existing legislation. I do not
kuow why the Crown Prosecutor was
selected. Tt is the first time he has been
chosen for the work. I understand that the
Crown Prosecutor will be leaving the State
shortly and should like to know who will
then be available for the work.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
J.  C. Willcock—Geraldton—in reply)
[9.13]: To an extent T agree with the re-
marks of the Leader of the Opposition. For
many vears we had a Parliamentary draft--
man in the building to draft amendments,
hut members did not avail themselves of his
services to any extent. Tt was considered
that he was wasting his time and the practice
was abolished. That was 18 years ago.

Hon. C. G, Latham: A lot of consolidation
is required and he could do that.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Seven
or eight vears ago the then Crown Solici-
tor (Dr. Stow) was appointed Registrar
of Titles and Commissioner of Titles. We
alzo had a Depaty Commissioner of Titles
in the perscn of Mr. Harvey. Those posi-
tions haie bean amalgamated and Mr. Few-
ings has been appointed Commissioner of
Titles, From an administrative standpointi
the duties are now considerably greater
than when Dr. Stow held the office, and Mr.
Fewings would not have time to devote to
the work of draf.ing amendments.

Hon, C. G. Latham: Probably he is not
a Parliamentary draftsman.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: They
are all men with a legal training.
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Hon. C. G. Latham: He has been special-
ising for a long time.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: He
has been Assistant Master of the Supreme
Court for ten or 12 years.

Hon, C. (. Latham: What would he know
about drafting Acts of Parliament?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
man who relieves the Master of the Supreme
Court deals with more general legal work
than most people. At any rate, it was
deemed that he would hardly have time to
devote himself to Parliamentary draftsman-
ship. Members must have some officer of
the department to consult with regard to
the drafting of amendments and private
Bills, and the only other legal officer avail-
able in the department was the Crown
Prosecutor. I am not saying anything
against him.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Neither am I.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
Crown Solicitor and his assistant are en-
gaged in drafting Government measares.
They are entirely in the confidence of the
Government and are not available to pri-
vate members.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The Crown Prose-
cutor is in court from ten to four.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
Criminal Court does pot sit every day. Now
that the Criminal Sessions ean be held in
TFebruary, the sessions are not likely to be
s0 congested.

Hon. C. G. Latham: He also represents
the Crown at important inquests, and is
sometimes out of the city.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: if
members find that the legal adviser placed
at their disposal is not available, I will en-
deavour to make other arrangements to suit
their wishes.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It would help the
Government if yon did.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It is
helpful in regard to all legislation that mem-
bers should have available to them [egal
advice. Particularly is this so when amend-
ments have to be drafied hurriedly, say,
late at night. For years Dr. Stow acted in
this eapacity, but his services were seldom
availed of. If there is any cause for com-
plaint as to the Crown Prosecutor not
being available to members, I will endeav-
our to meet their wishes in some other way.
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Item, Magistrates and District Allow-
ances, £2,333;

Mr. HAWKE: The Northam magisterial
district, owing to the continued develop-
ment of the wheatgrowing areas, and the
establishment of an inereasing number of
local eourts. has beecome unwieldy. A
great deal of the time and energy of the
magistrate are expended in travelling from
one part of the district to another in the
discharge of his duties. T should like the
Minister to look into the guestion of reail-
justing the boundaries so that the distriet
may be made more workable and that no
magistrate is called npon to carry out what is
practically an impossible task,

The MINISTER ¥FOR JUSTICE: It is
a large distriet. Some four or five years
ago there was a proposal to make Merre-
din “he headquariters of a new magisterial
dist.iet so that all the work at that end
of the Northam district might he carried
out there. lad the position developed as
was expected, a new magistrate would have
bheen appointed at Mervedin.  Since the
depression, however, the expenditure has
had to be kept down, and anything that
meant further outlay has had to be frowned
on.  We could not, therefore, give the
facilities the distriet warranted. It may
be possible to rearrange the boundaries so
that some of the duties of the magistrate
at Northam may be carried out by other
magistrates. We might even alter the
boundaries of both the Albhany and the
Northam magisterial distriets so that there
may be greater equity beiween them as re-
gards the amount of work to be performed.
The hon. member was nuite right to bring
the matter forward, and I can assure him
tt will receive attention.

Vote put and passed.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 9.28 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pm. and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Lieutenant-Governor
received and read notifying assent to the
lollowing Bills:—

1, Roman Catholic Church Property Act

Amendment,
2, Supreme Court
Amendment,

Criminal  Sittings

BILL—ELECTORAL ACT AMEND-
MENT,

Second Reading.
THE CHIET SECRETARY (lion. J. M.
Drew—~Central) [4.36]: I move—
That the Bill he now read a second time.

Question pat.

Hon, J. Cornell: TUnder the Standing
Orders it is necessary that the hells he
rung.

The PRESIDENT: Following the invari-
able practice of the Flouse, since there
are more than 16 members, an absolute
majority, present and there has been no dis-
sentient voice, I declare the second read-
ing earried.

Question passed.

Bill read 2 second time.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACTS AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J M.
Drew—Central) [4.38]: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Question put.



